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MY  YEAR  AT  KNUTSFORD  ACADEMY

PHOEBE JONES - YEAR 8
During this exciting school year as a Year 8 student, 

I think the experiences given to us have been

phenomenal. Throughout the year, some of my

classmates and I were given the opportunity to compete

in our school’s MasterChef competition for Years 7-9, and

Jonah Murphy and I have been given the chance to

become Year 8 Anti-bullying Ambassadors (launching in

September).

CHARLES KEEBLE - YEAR 9
The highlight of my year was hosting a student as part of

the Shanghai Exchange. My student exchange partner,

Grace, spoke great English which really helped. During

the week, we went to Llandudno where we watched a

Punch & Judy show. Back at home, Grace joined me on

my paper round and we had fish ‘n chips for tea. I am

now really looking forward to travelling to Shanghai in

the Easter holidays when I will stay with Grace and her

family.

LYNDSAY HUGHES
YEAR 7
I have really enjoyed my first

year at Knutsford Academy

in Year 7. I like the wide

variety of lessons with really

interesting subjects such as

religious studies and

textiles. 

The teachers have helped us

to settle in and were not as

strict as I expected them

to be, but you do need to

concentrate in class. I have

also enjoyed the school

lunches with a good

selection of food available

compared to primary

school.

LEO DAVIES - YEAR 10
The best part of this year has

been having the opportunity

to take the intriguing,

entertaining and unique

course of psychology. It has

allowed me to further

understand my own mind as

well as the minds of those

around me and I'm

massively grateful to my

teachers for all their help. I

hope one day to understand

the mind even more than I

do now. I can confidently say

that taking psychology has

been one of the best

decisions I've ever made. 
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W E L C O M E  T O  T H E
2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9  Y E A R  B O O K
It has been another fantastic year, I am exceptionally proud of all the great things our

remarkably talented and hardworking young people have achieved. Our students’

sporting, creative and academic endeavours in the Academy and Studio have again

won them a variety of national and regional honours.

 

I have always believed that young people need a wide variety of experiences, in school

as well as outside of it, so that they can flourish as rounded individuals. Together with

our very good GCSE and A level results, all this helps students go on to make a great

success of their future lives.

 

As ever, we have too few pages in this Year Book to list all individual and team

accomplishments. But I do hope the Year Book gives you a flavour of everyday life at

the Academy and Studio in 2018/19.

 

I was delighted that Egerton Primary School joined our multi-academy trust this

year. We will work closely with them, and our other partner primary schools, to provide

the best education possible. 

 

Our Year 7 intake, once again, was bigger than ever. Our Sixth Form has attracted a

record number of external applicants, which reflects the positive attitudes and

excellent reputation that our students earn for us. As we continue to grow and attract

more and more pupils, we will keep our strong focus on achieving academic success,

building a strong community and providing world-class opportunities.

 

Finally, I want to express my heartfelt thanks to all staff and parents for the

tremendous help, support and encouragement they give to our students. It means so

much and helps them to achieve all that they do.

 

I’m already looking forward to another great year!

 

Mike Cladingbowl
Executive Principal
Knutsford Multi-Academy Trust
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Highlights include:

West End Stage

Page 8

Rugby Winners

Page 16

Inspirational Artwork

Page 15

DofE

Pages 24 & 25

Inspire a Doctor

Page 6

PICTURED RIGHT: Mike Cladingbowl, Executive Principal,

and Alison Hooper, Headteacher Egerton Primary School

with students from Knutsford Academy and Egerton

Primary.



YEAR 7 2018

The Big Assembly Live Stream - October (above right)
The Academy joined 300 schools across the UK with a live

stream assembly. More than 60 students from Years 8 and 9

were involved in the ‘Careers in STEM’ event with industry

leaders talking about the wide range of opportunities

available in the world of STEM.

My Year at KA
Jonah Murphy – Year 8 (pictured right)
I have really enjoyed Year 8 as I have been given lots of

opportunities and have liked being based at the Upper

School. I take part in several extra-curricular activities

and am a member of the school parliament and have

been on a debating trip with other schools. I also won

the Junior Musician award at the Beswick Music Festival

this year. In addition to this, I was privileged enough to

compete in maths challenges at school and at other

schools. I feel like I have come on in many subjects and

am looking forward to Year 9.

100 Years – End of WW1
To commemorate 100 years since the end of WW1, Year

8 students learnt about Knutsfordian Lt. Douglas

Marshall Rigby who was killed in action in September

1918 just two months before the armistice. 

 

On Remembrance Sunday, students and staff joined the

annual procession through Knutsford and laid a wreath

on behalf of the Academy at the Knutsford War

Memorial. Pictured top right is James Gorst from Year 9,

who carried the wreath during the procession.
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Year 7 Residential – September (top left)
Over 200 Year 7 students converged at the

Colomendy Residential Centre in North Wales for three

days of team-building and outdoor activities. Mr Acton,

Head of Year 7, commented, ‘We were so pleased to see

the students having a great time, getting stuck into all

the activities and making new friends along the way.’

 

Hampers of Hope – December (top right)
In the run up to Christmas, over 1500 food items were

donated to locally based charity Hampers of Hope who

support the homeless.

 

Make It Challenge - November (far left)
The Manufacturing Institute’s Make It competition this

year saw local engineering companies challenging

teams of students from local schools, including

Knutsford Academy, to compete against each other in a

series of enterprising challenges. Year 9 student, Michael

Lovett, was awarded Student of the Day for his excellent

contribution.

 

Plaque of Partnership – November (left)
We became the first school in the north of England to

receive the Plaque of Partnership from the University

Campus for Football Business (UCFB). The partnership

offers fantastic opportunities in sports based degrees at

Wembley and the Etihad campus.
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SPRING TERM

MasterChef
Over 50 students from Years 7 and 8

took part in our very own MasterChef

competition. Standards were high

with plenty of staff very happy to

help judge!

Heart Screening Day - April
For a second year, the Academy hosted a Heart Screening Day in

partnership with Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY). Our thanks to

Knutsford Community First Responders who funded the event, which

means students aged 14 or over can have a free heart screen.

Lisa Johnson from Knutsford Community First Responders commented,

‘The Knutsford Community First Responder Trust is delighted to have

been able to facilitate another screening day at Knutsford Academy. It is

so important to identify any cardiac issues in our young people so that

they can get appropriate treatment allowing them to reach their full

potential and lead long and healthy lives.’

Inspire a Doctor – March
The award-winning Operating

Theatre Live event saw 80 students

from Years 7 & 9, dressed in surgical

gowns, replicating surgical

procedures led by the Dragons Den

award-winning Operating Theatre

Live team.
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My Year at KA
Tenner Challenge - Team Lemon
Libby Ellis, Becky Nixon, Molly Gilbert,
Olivia Hope and Hannah Cleaveley (left)
We were delighted when we found out

that we were runners up in this year’s

Young Enterprise Tenner Challenge sales

pitch competition. We worked as a team

using our creative skills to make our ideas

come to life. We made a card-making

production line while making sure that

each card was unique. We created a logo

and sales pitch for our business as part of

the competition, too. All our cards sold out,

so we made a big profit and our product

was a great success! 

Tenner Challenge – March
Year 9 immersed themselves in the

national ‘Tenner Challenge’ Young

Enterprise competition that saw

small teams of students setting up

in business with just £10. We saw

over 25 businesses selling fragranced

candles, cakes, biscuits, jewellery

and celebratory cards, with students

filming their sales pitches and

selling their products at

our marketplace event in the main

hall at school. Our very own ‘Team

Lemon’ came in 2nd place

nationally – a fantastic achievement! 

Young Reporter – March
(right)
Our fifth year taking part in

the BBC’s Young

Reporter saw Year 7 students

writing thought-provoking

and interesting articles about

what really matters to them –

a great opportunity to gain a

deeper understanding of the

media industry and develop

reporting and creative writing

skills needed.

Student Anti-bullying Ambassadors (above)
Students and staff attended a Diana Award Anti-

bullying Workshop in Birmingham in April. The

students will be the Academy’s anti-bullying

ambassadors and will lead on anti-bullying

campaigns at school from September.

Miss Appleton's Trip to Kenya - February (right)
We arrived in Kenya to find the teachers we were going to work with from Kilimo High School

had made the 5-hour coach journey to greet us at the airport. After a long coach trip to

the hotel, we settled in and got to know the teachers we would be so lucky to work with and

started discussing what lessons we would be teaching.

 

The following few days were challenging - teaching in a hot country with limited resources

was tough but rewarding; and teaching about gender equality in a culture where

stereotypical gender roles have been the norm was interesting. Students and staff at Kilimo

are calling for a change - gender stereotypes are impacting on career prospects and even the

quality of education that students receive. In order to address this, we looked at career plans,

transferable skills and wrote letters to parliament calling for change! 

 

Students felt so confident talking about this issue and took part in a stand up debate.

After 10 days of hard work, we said our goodbyes and made the 17-hour journey back to the

UK. We look forward to saying ‘Jambo!’ to our Kenyan friends in November when they visit us

here in Knutsford.
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SUMMER TERM
Academy Parliament (top right)
The Academy Parliament consists of two students from each

year group coming together for meetings that have, this

year, focused on topics for discussion such as safeguarding,

the environment and recycling. The Academy Parliament

experience this year has been an exciting and interesting

exploration of what works well in school, what can be

revised and what new schemes can be rolled out, based on

the experiences of students across the years, bringing

together different ages and perspectives. A key strength of

the Parliament is the skillset it builds for each individual,

developing leadership, communication and teamwork skills

through the roles of representing a year and working with

others in general discussion and on committees. The

students involved are passionate about the importance of a

student voice and the Academy Parliament has given a

mouthpiece for key student concerns from the environment

to mental health. We look forward to continuing to bring

positive change with other great people next year. 

Hope Philpott (Year 12) & Emma Maxwell (Year 10). 
 

Global Flavour Factor - June (middle & bottom right)
Fay Yeng, chef and director of Yum Tum Club delivered an

exciting, multisensory healthy eating workshop for our Year 7

students. Two teams competed against each other to design

and cook a dish in just 15 minutes, with the Green Team’s

spicy noodles getting the winning vote from Year 7s.

Shanghai Exchange - July (above)
In July this year, we welcomed students and teachers

from Pudong Foreign Language School in Shanghai to

the Academy. During their stay here, our visitors took

part in lessons and stayed at their exchange partners'

homes. Academy students will travel to the school in

Shanghai in 2020.

Sixth Form Musical Theatre Ensemble Hit The West End Stage - July
Sixth Form Musical Theatre students joined former student and West End and Broadway star Danielle Hope for a one off

concert hosted at ‘The Other Palace Theatre in London.' They performed alongside Danielle and her other professional

guests, watched by a sell out audience.
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Alton Towers Trip – Year 10 Business (top left)
As part of our Business GCSE course, in June we had the amazing opportunity

to spend the day at Alton Towers. We had an hour-long talk about the

marketing mix at Alton Towers and how they use different methods

of advertising to let customers know about their business. We were also able

to experience the thrill of many of the rides, including Oblivion,

Thirteen, Galactica and Smiler. It was a great day, we were able to apply what

we had learned in the classroom and have fun at the same time! 

Imogen Sanderson and Serenna Hoskins - Year 10
 

Great Get Together (left)
The Academy hosted its third Great Get Together at St John’s Church in

Knutsford in June - a chance to bring our communities together and celebrate

all that unites us. We were delighted to be joined by so many retired local

residents who teamed up with students to play a variety of games whilst

enjoying tea and cakes.

My Year at KA
Stella Higgins – Year 10
This year I have enjoyed doing the Higher Project

qualification because it is a great opportunity to

investigate a subject you are interested in and to

carry out your own research. It has taught me

valuable skills that I know I will use later on in life.

Stella is pictured right with Becky Spurry who also

completed the qualification.

Sports Rewards Trip - June (below)
Students who have represented the Academy on the sports field spent the day at Scotsman’s Flash in Wigan where they

took part in a range of water sports activities.
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LIFE IN THE SIXTH FORM

Football Academy travel to Memphis
(left)
In March our Football Academy

students travelled with partners Soccer

Scholar USA on a week-long tour

to Memphis, Tennessee where they

took part in the John Talley

Invitational Tournament.

Pitting themselves against teams

from all over the world, the Football

Academy students made it to the semi-

finals when they lost to Portsmouth FC.

Following the trip, outgoing captain,

Fed Sala, has secured a football

scholarship at Bethal University,

playing for the Wildcats.

Gold Award for Abbie and Liz (left)
Abbie Young and Liz Fraser are awarded

the Young Leaders in Service Gold Award

for over 100 hours’ volunteering in the

local community.

Abbie (far left) and Liz (left) with Mike and

Anita Goldman from Knutsford Lions

University of Oxford Visit (below)
Our unique partnership with the University

of Oxford saw Academy students attend a

residential in July giving them an insight

into life at the university. Students met

Academy alumnus, Ed Lunnon, who has just

completed his first year at Oxford.
STEM Day with Manchester Airport
Group (MAG) (right)
Inspiring students to think about a

career in science, tech, engineering and

manufacturing, in July MAG invited

Sixth Form students to attend

engineering and project

management workshops and a lecture

by Dr Bill Crowther, senior academic

and leader of the MAGMA project at The

University of Manchester.



Knutsford War
Memorial (right)
Head Boy, Myles

Reeve, attended the

ceremony that

unveiled the new

Knutsford War

Memorial in the

centre of the town. In

a moving ceremony,

Myles read out the

names of

every Knutsfordian

who had lost their life

serving the country.

Award Ceremony for
Choir (left)
Our Sixth Form choir were

invited for a third time by

the Lord Lieutenant of

Cheshire, David Briggs

MBE, to perform at the

investiture ceremony of

the British Empire Medal

at Tatton Park. The medal

is awarded on behalf of

the Queen for services to

the local community and

the choir gave a rousing

performance.

Supporting Charities (right)
Over the year Sixth Form students

worked closely with charities CLIC

Sargent, the UK’s leading cancer charity

for children, and local charity The Toy

Appeal. This included fundraising at our

open evenings and helping to pack sacks

of Christmas presents for children living

in poverty.

Biology Field Trip – June (right)
Year 12 A level Biology students spent

three days’ on a field studies trip to

the Blencathra Field Centre in the

Lake District, where we took part in

ecology lessons, measuring species

diversity across different habitats in

the area and along the west Cumbria

coast. One of the students said it was

great to test their understanding in a

practical outdoor environment, and was

a lovely trip to finish off Year 12 Biology.

Charlotte Kenyon - Year 12
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AROUND THE WORLD

Ski Trip 2019 – February Half Term (below & left)
The annual skiing trip spent a week at the resort of

Folgarida in the Italian Alps. Over 80 students from Years 8

to 13 went on the trip. Pictured below - all dressed up for

Fancy Dress Friday.

My Year at KA
Isobel Barker – Year 10 (right)
This year I went to Holland with the school

football team and had a brilliant time. We

played 2 matches, went to Duinrell Theme

Park and toured the PSV stadium which was

really fun. We took part in lots of activities

while we were there and the teachers who

went with us made it even more fun. The

best part was building close bonds with my

team mates. The trip to Holland has been the

highlight of my year and it was an experience

I will never forget.

Sports Tour to Holland (right)
May half term saw 50 students travel

to Noordwijkin in the Netherlands for their

annual sports tour. Students from Years 7 to

10 took part in coaching sessions and

matches against local sides. Students visited

the PSV Eindhoven stadium, went ten-pin

bowling and visited a water park and theme

park. All our students showed excellent

teamwork and fantastic attitude, and Seb

Andersen in Year 8 was selected to attend

training camps in Denmark for The Danish

National Football U13 Team.
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Humanities Trip to Berlin - October (right)
During the October half term holiday, Year 13 Humanities

students spent 4 days in Berlin. Here, we not only

had time for shopping and taking photographs but we

also gained knowledge in our subject areas. We saw with

our own eyes the effects of the political divide after WW2

and our tour guide talked about her own personal

experiences and memories of the collapse of the Berlin

Wall. We visited a former concentration camp, a Stasi

prison and many memorials, developing our

understanding of the horrific events that took place in

Germany during Nazi rule. At the concentration camp,

we were able to apply our psychological knowledge to

begin to question whether the leaders of the holocaust

were innately evil or were they simply blindly obeying

orders from a higher authority?

Poppy Roberts - Year 13 New York - February 2019 (left)
In February this year, a talented group

of performing arts and creativity

students journeyed to New York City to

immerse themselves in the vast array

of cultural experiences this vibrant city

has to offer. The creativity group came

away with some excellent inspiration

for their A Level projects, and

performing arts students were able to

experience a wide range of Broadway

theatre works which have helped them

develop their own skills as they prepare

to take their studies beyond Knutsford

to some of this country’s best drama

schools and conservatoires.

Ecuador and the Galapagos - Summer 2018 (right)
Our journey to Ecuador and the Galápagos Islands gave

us the opportunity to learn so much; from the strength

of community beyond the fast-paced cities to the rolling

mountains of the Andes and the wonderful sounds of

the Amazon; a stunning place to explore. The

phenomenal biodiversity in The Galápagos and the

beauty in every smile, in every story, truly resonated with

us all; we realised poverty is accepted as positively as it

can be and creates people so full of life. We found we

lived by these values every step of the way in our

volunteering experiences, building community centres,

building water collectors and helping grow sustainable

food sources for local communities.

Alycia Beckett – Year 13 13



ART & DESIGN IN JUNE THE ANNUAL GCSE AND A LEVEL ART &
DESIGN EXHIBITION WAS HOSTED IN THE GALLERY

Ella Beattie
Year 13
(1 & 2)

Amy Johnston
Year 13
(3 & 4)

Natalie Manning
Year 13
(5 & 6)

Jenna Graham
Year 11
(7 & 8)

1 2

3

4

5

6

7 8
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Celebrating the 2018/19 A Level and GCSE collection

of work, our Art & Design department welcomed

students, parents, and staff past and present to their

end of year exhibition featuring impressive

compositions across the four disciplines: fine

art, textiles, graphics and 3D design. 

Rich in palette and well-executed in detail,

the exhibition showcased exquisite paintings and

sculptures, as well as stitched and digital work. 

Art & Design staff expressed huge thanks to all the

talented students who have worked so hard to create

these truly amazing works of art and wished them all

well in their future endeavours.

Georgia Owen
Year 13
(14)

Lizi McClarence
Year 13
(9 & 10)

Milo Nicholson
Year 13
(11 & 12)

Zoe Maxwell
 Year 11

(13)

9 10

11 12

13 14
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SPORTS ROUND UP

Football
A very busy 2018/19 football season

with 49 fixtures, including Vale Royal

League, Cheshire County Cups and

the English Schools National Cups -

more than ever before. Our Year 8

squad reached the quarter finals of

the Cheshire County Cup and Year

7s reached round 3 of the National

Cup. The Sixth Form Football

Academy had another successful

season, finishing 2nd in the English

Schools League, and reaching the

semi-finals of the Cheshire County

Cup and last 16 of the English

National Cup.

Netball
2018/19 proved to be a successful season for KMAT netball. Across

2 leagues, we played 33 fixtures and more than 115

competitive games! Numbers of players continue to grow and we

look forward to the netball tour in September to Shropshire. 

The season's honours include: Year 7 Mid-Cheshire Tournament

winners and Macclesfield & District B-league winners; Year 8 Mid-

Cheshire League runners-up and Macclesfield & District B-league

winners; Year 9 Mid-Cheshire league runners-up and Macc &

District B-league winners; Year 10 double league winners! To

round off a fabulous year, Elly Leigh and Jess Ranfield achieved

the most Player of the Game awards in the whole of the Mid-

Cheshire league.

Rugby – Cheshire Plate Champions
The Academy’s Rugby U16s sealed a

tremendous season,

defeating Sandbach School 27-12 in

the final of the Cheshire Plate - the

first piece of silverware for an

Academy Rugby Team in over 10

years. Two of the squad, Nathan

Brooks and Marcus Blake, also train

and play for Sale Sharks U16s.
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INDIVIDUAL SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS

Abbie Comline - Year 11
Silver and bronze medal at

the North West Swimming

Championships.

Darcey Murphy - Year 7
Won 4 bronze medals at the

North West Swimming

Championships.

Oliver Tero - Year 12
Representing England at

the Commonwealth Judo

Championships in

September 2019.

Misk Al Rawi - Year 7
GB Inline Skater and will be

performing at the Figure

Skating World Open.

Archie Silverdale - Year 7
Finished 4th in the National

Artistic Gymnastics Finals.

Ben Lee - Year 13
Second at the English

Schools National

Championships in the

800m with a time 1:52.37.

Nadia Stachura - Year 7
Won a silver medal in the

North West Gymnastics

Championships.
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Katie Waterworth - Year 12
Won a bronze medal in long

jump at the English Schools

National Championships

with a jump of 5.85m.

Katie Gordon - Year 10
British Amateur Champion

in Speedway.



SPORTS AWARDS
Full Colours - Awarded for outstanding sporting
achievement

Full Colours - For commitment to school team sport
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Kirsty Marshall

Misk Al Rawi

Noah Wasilewski

Josh Furlong

Jamie Cotton

Alfred Fletcher

Archie Silverdale

Emily Fozard

Jacob Hughes

Dom Townley

Darcey Murphy

Charlie Wallace

Nadia Stachura

Martha Ryley

Elly Leigh

Bradley Giblin

Katie Gordon

Jess Ranfield

Cerys Atkinson

Fiona Hutchinson

Sam Holland

Zal Altindag

Fin Vaughan

Georgie Rodgers

Maisie Dignam

Issy Barker

Neve Purcell

Ellie Christian

Saffy Hughes

Betsy Leigh

Naomi Keys

Sophie Wicks

Maddie Tucker

Annabelle Turner

Gabby Nuttall

Libby Ellis

Jessica Gayton

Becky Nixon

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Hockey

Ice Skating

Cricket

Fencing

Cricket 

Hockey

Gymnastics

Swimming

Athletics

Karate

Swimming

Swimming

Gymnastics

Gymnastics

Netball

Football & Athletics

Speedway

Netball

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 10

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Year 9

Netball

Netball

Football

Football

Football

Football

Football

Football

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Netball

Pictured: 

1 - Year 7 students who were awarded full colours

2 - Emily Fozard, Darcey Murphy and Charlie Wallace received full

colours for outstanding achievement in swimming

3 - Alfred Fletcher and Kirsty Marshall received full colours

for outstanding achievement in hockey

4 - Year 9 Netball, who were awarded full colours

1

2

3

4



SPORTS DAY - JULY
Sports Day this year saw another set of stellar performances

and several new school track and field records set.

As always, students showed true grit and determination to

try to gain a place in the top three for each event - our

winning Form Groups this year were: 7RIE, 8NWH and 9JSP.

 

And congratulations to the following students who
achieved new school records for their Year groups:
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Josh Graham

Kwesi Hewitt

Joe Hyland 

 

 

 

Nathan Fisher

Seb Valentine

Seb Valentine

Gabby Kirby-Davies

Daisy Tolchard

 

 

 

Jacob Riley

Max Nyman

Flo Cassidy

100m

200m

Shot put

 

 

 

Triple jump

Long jump

Discus

High jump

200m

 

 

 

100m

Discus

Long jump

12.64s

28.89s

9.10m

 

 

 

9.50m

4.90m

27.95m

1.45m

30.82s

 

 

 

11.7s

21.65m

4.30m

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9



PERFORMING ARTS
Legally Blonde
In December, the Academy’s stage was awash with pink, as students from Years 8 to 13 brought to life the musical ‘Legally

Blonde’. The story follows sorority sweetheart Elle Woods (Amelia Statham) in her quest to follow her one

true love, Warner Huntington III (Rob Smith), to Harvard Law School. What starts off as a romantic quest soon turns in to Elle

finding her calling with the help of her new friend Emmett Forrest (Cameron Cook). A fast paced and exciting musical, the

week was packed full of huge characters, energetic dances and catchy songs. Helen Mayne, Head of Performing Arts

commented: ‘Once again, we have been blown away by the talent and professional attitude of our entire cast, who have

delivered wonderful performances which make us all very proud to be their teachers’.
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Beswick Music Festival
The Academy’s annual celebration of musicianship, the Beswick Music Festival, took place in March this year and didn’t

disappoint. Established in 1978, the festival celebrated its 41st year with over 60 student performers across an extensive

range of vocal, ensemble and instrumental performances from students in Years 7 to 13. Instrumental performances

saw students performing a variety of classical and modern music played on flute, piano, cornet and ukulele.

 

Beswick winners 2019
Junior Musician – Jonah Murphy

Contemporary Musician – Jamie Duncan

Junior Vocalist – Mia Maguire

Most Promising Beginner – Maddie Jenyons

Composer of the Year - Tyler Russell

Ensemble Players – Emma Maxwell, Olivia Phillips, Grace Dougall, 

                                   Tashie Barker, Maddie Jenyons

Senior Vocalist – Liz Fraser

Senior Musician – Zoya Imtiaz

Shorrocks Award – Thomas Roberts

Wallace Rose Bowl – Liz Fraser

Pictured below
 Liz Fraser receives the Wallace

Rose Bowl (bottom)

Thomas Roberts receives

the Shorrocks Award (below)
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Sixth Form Production – In The Heights - April
Before creating the phenomenon that is ‘Hamilton’, Lin-Manuel Miranda penned an autobiographical musical about his

community in Washington Heights, New York. This culturally diverse piece follows a group of friends enjoying the 4th July

weekend celebrations and offers the perfect performance opportunity for our up and coming stars of musical theatre. In

the role originally created by Lin himself, Year 12 student, Robert Smith, shone as Usnavi ably supported by his peers,

including Cameron Cook as radio dispatcher, Benny, and Anna Collins as love interest, Vanessa. This inaugural Sixth Form

production was greeted with such warmth that is has been added as a recurring calendar event.

Dance Festival (right)
The Academy’s annual Dance Festival at the end

of March saw our own talented students give

more than 20 fantastic performances, including

the two Academy dance companies Ignition and

Fusion.

Junior Choir
performing at
the 
Christmas
Concert
(right)

My Year at KA
Mia Maguire – Year 8
This year, I have enjoyed doing many activities in school. Throughout the year, I have

taken part in the upper school production of Legally Blonde and The Little Mermaid

where I will be playing Ariel. Also, earlier on in the year I was part of Fusion Dance

Company which was a really good opportunity. In March, I competed in the Beswick

Music Festival where I won the Junior Vocalist award. I’m already looking forward to

next year to hopefully take part in more performing arts events and in particular the

next winter production.

PERFORMING ARTS
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The Little Mermaid
Disney’s ‘The Little Mermaid’ was performed over four sell-out nights in July. The adaptation of the famous film follows the

story of mermaid Ariel who is fascinated with life on dry land. On one of her visits to the surface she falls in love with a

human, Prince Eric. The lead role of Ariel was played by Year 8 student, Mia Maguire, and Prince Eric was played by Year

9 student, Michael Lovett. Over 50 students from Years 7 to 10 were involved in the production.

 

Helen Mayne, Head of Performing Arts, commented, ‘We’ve had a fabulous week ‘under the sea’ with great performances

from all involved. Thanks and congratulations must go to Miss Stubbs, Miss Hancock and Mr Sharp on creating such a

spectacle and to our wonderful wardrobe and technical team who make the magic shine even brighter.’
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD

My Year at KA
Libby Young - Year 9
This year I have enjoyed various things,

such as DofE and Art/Textiles. In Duke

of Edinburgh I really loved walking

with my friends and working hard to

complete it. You get to experience

many different challenges like

planning a route and cooking for

yourself.

Another great year for our DofE

programme which continues to go

from strength to strength. Over 100

students are now involved across the

Bronze, Silver and Gold levels.

Students took part in no fewer than

14 expeditions and volunteered over

5000 hours in the local community.

Year 9 complete their 2 day bronze

expedition (right) and (bottom

right) Year 10 complete their 3 day

Silver expedition.
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The DofE programme is supported by many of the staff. Here is Mr Robinson plotting the route

for the day (below left). Year 12 complete their 4 day Gold expedition (below middle). Year 9s

keep smiling in the rain (bottom 3 pictures)

DofE Awards - February 2019
Congratulations to the following students who gained their DofE Silver / Bronze Awards:

Silver
Lucy Allen | Emma Bland | Grace Blockley

Jacob Brindle | Tiegan Brown | Oscar Buckley | Sam

Christensen | Abigail Comline | Barney Crump | Bella Davies

Aysin Dervish | Celia Farnon | Henry Ficklin | Jenna Graham

Lydia Hague | Amber Houghton | Emily Humphrey

Annemieke de Jong | James Kerr | Charlie Lingard

Hannah Lynes | Romeo Nixon | Charlie Routs | Mia Ryder 

Josh Scott | Ella Senior | Sophie Johnson | William Stride

James Stride | Isobel Tucker | Thea York

Bronze
Erin Argles | Maya Ashcroft | Cerys Atkinson

Sophie Baldwin | Natasha Barker | Isobel Barker

Kyle Baron | Eve Bloomfield | Jodie Brooke

Ciara Cumberlidge | Georgie Davies | Caitlin Dawson

Masie Dignam | Amber Founds | Luke Gabb | Daisy Garland

Millie Gelder | Grace Hall | Gwion Hills  | Samuel Holland

Sophie Howarth | Isabelle Hulme | Nicholas Hulse | Faith

Jackson | Amelia Key | Leith Brown-Kufuor | Emma Maxwell

Ellie Moore | Olivia Phillips | Jessica Ranfield | Georgina

Rodgers | Isabelle Silverdale | Anna Taylor | Charlotte Tims

Sam Townley | Anna Waters | Finlay Wright | Libby Young
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YEAR 11 PROM – 25 JUNE

YEAR 13 VALEDICTORY -  27 JUNE
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THANK YOU
We would like to say a huge thank you to all parents and carers who contribute to
the Academy Fund – over the past 12 months your donations have helped
purchase:

We have also been able to install new seating in breakout areas across both sites
and next season, our netball teams will all be playing in new kit. 
 

Thank you to our amazing kit sponsors: USKEES (Year 9 football) & McHale and Co
Solicitors (Football Academy).

New Football Kits

2 DefibrillatorsUpgrades to the sound system

in the hall

Library Books

More equipment in the

Construction Room
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KEY DATES FOR 2019 - 2020 ACADEMIC YEAR

DATES

Wednesday 4 September

Thursday 26 September

Thursday 3 October

Thursday 24 October

Friday 25 October

Tuesday 5 November

Thursday 5 December

Friday 20 December

Monday 6 January

Thursday 30 January

Thursday 6 February

Friday 14 February

Monday 24 February

Thursday 2 April

Monday 20 April

Thursday 23 April

Friday 8 May

Thursday 21 May

Friday 22 May

Monday 1 June

Thursday 2 July

Thursday 9 July

Friday 17 July

 

EVENT

Autumn term starts

Sixth Form Open Evening

Open Evening

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Academy closes for the half term holiday

Academy opens after half term holiday

Year 13 Parents’ Evening

Academy closes for the Christmas holiday

Academy opens for the spring term

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Academy closes for the half term holiday

Academy opens after half term holiday

Academy closes for the Easter holiday

Academy opens for the summer term

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

May Day Bank Holiday – school closed

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Academy closes for the half term holiday

Academy opens after half term holiday

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Sports Day

Academy closes for the summer holiday
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